Rapid methods in studies on the genetic changes induced by chemicals.
Eight new compounds of the quaternary ammonium salts group were investigated for mutagenicity. Tests were carried out on onion roots (Allium test) and on bacteria (Ames' test) to examine the mitosis disturbances. None of the compounds produced mutagenic activity in the bacterial test, whereas in the Allium test two compounds produced a strong effect on mitotic cell division.